Development of human lymph nodes and Peyer's patches.
In contrast to our understanding of murine lymphoid organogenesis, detailed knowledge on the mechanisms of human lymph node development is virtually lacking. This is mainly due to the obvious difficulties that accompany research using human fetal organs. In this review we will highlight current knowledge on human lymph node and Peyer's patch development and will temporally align observations made in humans with data available from murine studies. In the final paragraphs we will put this knowledge in the context of human malignancies in which interactions between lymphocytes and stroma, resembling those seen in lymphoid organs, are recapitulated.